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** Press Release ** 
 

Mayor Fulop Invites all Living Jersey City Mayors for Historic Event to Address Census 2020 
 

 

JERSEY CITY –Mayor Steven Fulop has invited all living former Mayors to City Hall on Wednesday, 

November 13, 2019 to participate in a historic Census 2020 awareness event. For the first time in the history of 

Jersey City, the current and former Mayors will join forces to advocate for the upcoming Census 2020 count, 

addressing the importance of the Census and how it ultimately effects the people, the culture, the infrastructure, 

and all other critical aspects that make Jersey City the great city it is today. 

  

The U.S. constitution mandates the federal government count every resident of the United States every 10 years. 

It’s estimated that for every resident not accounted for, the city will lose out on $15,000 in federal funding over the 

next ten years.  Mayor Fulop, understanding the importance of the Census and its implications for the next decade, 

spearheaded this historic event and has kept Jersey City at the forefront as this once-in-a-decade event nears. 

  

“The goal is to come together and to show our community how important it is to be fully counted next spring. The 

Census impacts every aspect of our city and our community – from emergency response, to schools, to our 

congressional districts,” said Mayor Fulop. “An inaccurate count of Jersey City’s residents in the past has led to 

unfair and unequal political representation and inequitable access to vital public and private resources. That’s why 

we’re coming together - to make sure we are fully counted, every single resident.” 

  

Wednesday’s event will start with a 9 a.m. breakfast of all the Mayors, hosted by Mayor Fulop inside City 
Hall.  Followed by a reception for city employees, the Mayors will then host a press conference at 10:30 a.m. to 

discuss the reasons for their coming together and highlighting the importance of Census 2020. 

  

“I appreciate Mayor Fulop's concern and attentiveness to this very important activity of identifying and counting 

all of our residents for the 2020 United States Census,” said former Mayor Gerald McCann and current Jersey 

City employee.  “As Mayor in 1989, again, I was also an active participant in the 1990 Census. The Census for all 

residents of the United States, but especially for Jersey City and Hudson County, is used for National budgeting 

purposes and makes available to our communities the funding needed for our residents.” 

  

Confirmed Mayors attending Wednesday’s event include: 

Steven Fulop  (2013 – present) 

Jerramiah Healy (2004 – 2013) 

L. Harvey Smith (May 2004 – Nov. 2004) 

Bret Schundler (1992 – 2001) 

Joseph Rakowski (July 1992 – Nov. 1992) 

Marilyn Roman (Feb. 1992 – June 1992) 

Gerald McCann (1981 – 1985) and (1989 – 1992) 
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“It’s extremely important that all of our citizens respond to the Census so that we get a full count,” said former 

Mayor Jerramiah Healy.  “If all of our residents respond to the Census, I feel my opinion will be born out and 

we’ll be the largest city in the state, therefore getting our lion’s share for federal aid and our share of proper 

representation in Congress.” 

  

The event will also highlight the local Census jobs currently available. Census taker positions are part-time, 

temporary employment paying up to $22 per hour and funded by the U.S. Census Bureau. The data all Census 

workers collect is used to determine how over $800 billion in federal, state and local money for programs like 

Medicaid, Head Start, WIC, SNAP, housing vouchers, educational grants, Community Block Grants, Title 1, and 

more is distributed among communities throughout the nation. The government also uses the Census data to 

apportion representation in the United States House of Representatives. 

  

“I want the people to register for the Census so that Jersey City can finally be named the largest in New 

Jersey.  We were only 4,000 residents short 10 years ago,” said former Mayor Joseph Rakowski. 

  

Beginning March 12, 2020, the Census Bureau will mail a unique user ID to most U.S. households. This will allow 

heads of households to complete the form online, by mail, or by phone ahead of Census Day, which is April 1, 

2020. 

 

“The census is very important for Jersey City’s financial future and our representation on a federal level,” said 

former Mayor L. Harvey Smith who is participating in the Census events Wednesday.  

  

“Every Mayor has dedicated much of their career to the betterment of Jersey City – the people, the culture, the 

infrastructure, and all other critical aspects.  I think this upcoming Census will greatly benefit as we are showing a 

united front to help the community understand the importance of an accurate count,” concluded Mayor Fulop. 
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